
 

 

 

 

Cooke County’s 

Confederate Culture 
 

By: Michelle H. Davis  



 

Dedication: This eBook is dedicated to the brave men and women in PRO Gainesville who have continued 
to stand up for what they believe in, even when faced with hate, threats, and armed groups who seek to 
oppress them. You are an inspiration to me and an inspiration to us all.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright © 2020 Michelle H. Davis 

 

All rights reserved, including the right to reproduce this book or portions thereof in any form 
whatsoever. For information, address the publisher.  

 

contact@livingbluetx.com 

 

LivingBlueTX.com  



 

Table of Contents 

 

Contents 
Preface .......................................................................................................................................................... 4 

The Reason for Secession ............................................................................................................................. 7 

Erasing History and the Lost Cause ............................................................................................................. 16 

The United Daughters of the Confederacy ................................................................................................. 22 

Confederate Veterans are American Veterans ........................................................................................... 29 

PRO Gainesville is a Marxist Group ............................................................................................................. 31 

Before PRO Gainesville Came to Cooke County, Citizens Were Living in Harmony ................................... 33 

The Monument Represents Oppression and Slavery ................................................................................. 35 

PRO Gainesville are Middle Classed Thugs ................................................................................................. 37 

Black Lives Matter ....................................................................................................................................... 39 

Commissioner Gary Hollowell ..................................................................................................................... 42 

What’s Next? ............................................................................................................................................... 45 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Preface 
 

On Monday August 17, 2020, in the small Texas town of Gainesville, Texas four county 

commissioners and the county judge held a meeting to determine the fate of a Confederate 

monument. This particular monument adorned an unknown soldier at the top and near the 

bottom it said, ” “Oh, home of tears, but let her bear this blazoned to the end of time; No Nation 

rose so white and fair, none fell so pure of crime.”   

 

And what seems like a very blatant and obvious ode to white supremacy to a large majority of 

Americans today, some of the county residents seemed oblivious to the meaning behind.  

 

For two months prior a local group called PRO Gainesville stood on the lawn shared with the 

revered Confederate statue, protesting for its removal. As is the time we live in, unfortunately 

those protesters were met with hate, anger, and viciously racist behavior from many of the 

town’s white residents. Yet, they remained strong. They came to the statue to protest in the 

rain, they came when it was 105°, and they came when over a hundred white men armed with 

AR15s stared them down, while waving Confederate flags, and often shouting racial slurs.  

 

This left many around North Texas and throughout the country wondering, “Why?” 

 

Why did these white men dressed in camouflage and body armor travel from other counties to 

little old Gainesville to try and scare and intimidate PRO Gainesville? PRO Gainesville is a racially 

diverse group whose stated mission of purpose is, “advocating for equality in the face of 

systematic racism.” 

 



 

PRO Gainesville is a group comprised of Gainesville residents, many in the group are young Gen 

Z adults. Their only goal was to see a day when Black and brown people could walk in the halls 

of Cooke County’s justice without the shadow of white supremacy looming down on them 

before they even meet the door.  

 

What were they doing to achieve their goal? Exercising their first amendment rights in a 

peaceful way to bring attention to injustice that the BIPOC, (Black, Indigenous, and People of 

Color), in the Gainesville community have been since before any of them were even born.  

 

The answer seems very obvious why the aggressors, who called themselves “counter-

protesters,” met this racially diverse group of protesters with a degree of hate many of us have 

never witnessed before. Racism. White Supremacy. Intolerance.  

 

Yet, when confronted over the reason for their behavior, the “counter-protesters” were 

offended. They aren’t racist. They aren’t prejudice. They are simply just protecting their 

heritage of white supremacy.  

 

And on that hot August Monday, as the commissioner’s meeting discussed whether or not they 

wanted to choose to have a community of inclusion or one of inequality, over two dozen Cooke 

County residents came before them to speak on whether or not they wanted the statue to stay 

or go.  

 

What became very apparent was the majority of people who wanted the statue to stay were 

elderly baby boomers. These were people who went to school in the 1950s and 1960s and were 

directly indoctrinated by Lost Cause propaganda. There were only two under the age of 60 who 

spoke in favor of keeping the statue, showing us what generational indoctrination looked like. 

Every single one of the people who were in favor of keeping the statue were white.  



 

 

The words that they said when speaking of their reasons on why they wanted the statue to say 

were all based on false narratives, Lost Cost propaganda, lies, and even QAnon conspiracy. It 

was both painful and embarrassing to watch.  

 

This eBook is to serve as a reference for all of the false words that were said and what the 

actual truth is based on facts and historical records that can be independently researched and 

verified by anyone with an internet connection. As we are all now fully immersed in the digital 

age, any person who chooses not to educate themselves is remaining willfully ignorant.  

 

Perhaps, there are some who don’t know how to educate themselves. This eBook can serve as a 

guide to help them find that path.  

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

The Reason for Secession 
 

One of the first speakers talked about the reason for secession. He spoke about the reason for 

the Civil War being secession, not slavery. He spoke of northern aggression and how the south 

was defending themselves. And the south believed they were fighting for the second revolution 

because of an overbearing government.  

 

People who are pro-Confederate often deny the actual cause of secession because they have 

been brainwashed with decades of Lost Cause propaganda. 

 

To understand the true reasons behind secession, Cooke County only needs to look at this 

January 2, 1861 edition of the Dallas Herald, which included a public proclamation from Cooke 

County southern neighbor, Denton County.  

 The article lays out how a “mass meeting” of the 

citizens of Denton County met at the Denton 

County courthouse in and assigned a committee, 

which then decided who would attend the state 

committee on secession and what their position 

would be.  

 

Their reasoning for wanting to secede had 

nothing to do with states’ rights, northern 

aggression, or any of the other fables that the 

Lost Cause engrained into white America for over 

a century. Their reasoning for wanting to secede 

was made very clear.  

  



 

Here are a few direct quotes from this proclamation, which is available to the public in 2020 

through the Portal to Texas History:  

 

“WHEREAS, we he citizens of Denton County Texas, in mass meeting, assembled, believing the 

Government of the United States, as formed by the Revolutionary Fathers, is a Government of 

white men, and was formed for the mutual benefit, happiness, and protection of white-men, 

that the Negro population of the country had and should have no rights, interests, or voice in 

said Government except by, in, and through, their connections with the white population as 

dependents and slaves.” 

 

This is a straight forward opinion and belief about Black people in 1860 from a large group of 

white people in the immediate geographical vicinity of Cooke County. They believed that Black 

people should not have any rights and should be slaves. Period. They made that clear with this 

proclamation.  

 

Denton County wanted secession for the sole reason to keel the institution of slavery. Anyone 

researching this issue can find these sentiments and proclamations repeated all through Texas 

prior to their secession from the Union.  

 



 

 

 

However, if Denton County is considered too far away from Cooke County to take into 

consideration their beliefs and want for secession over the right for them to keep slaves, it 

should be known that Cooke County themselves put out a very similar proclamation.  

 



 

This proclamation, declared by Cooke County residents in late 1860, may have even been the 

ancestors of some of the people we saw advocating for the statue to stay. From the July 9, 1861 

edition of the Dallas Herald:  

 

“WHEREAS, the Black Republican party sectional in its organization, avowedly aggressive and 

hostile to the institution of slavery and advocates, has grown to its present gigantic and fearful 

proportions upon no other (sic) than that of deep seeded hatred towards negro slavery and that 

people of that section of the Union where it exists.”   

 

 



 

The people of Cooke County believed that the Republican party of the north, the party of 

Lincoln, was a Black political party and they hated slavery. Cooke County may have untimely 

voted against secession, but they also openly stated positions of white supremacy.  

 

They went on to talk about how the Republican Party’s purpose in the union was to extinguish 

slavery and the repercussions for the south would be hazardous, unscrupulous, and hellish.  

 

Cooke County, like other counties in Texas and all over the south were angered over the 

northern states failure in abiding by the Fugitive Slave Law. The Fugitive Slave Law, which was 

nullified by the 13th amendment, was a law that said runaway slaves must be returned to their 

owner. Cooke County made a point of including verbiage related to the Fugitive Slave Law, 

saying that it was unconstitutional for the north not to abide by it. Since the north had already 

abolished slavery, when runaway slaves would make it to the north, they knew they would be 

safe.  

 

Just by reading these two declarations should be enough to understand why these areas in 

Texas were so engrained with white supremacy. However, for even more clarification on the 

reason Texas seceded from the Union, refer to Texas’ Declaration of Secession.  



 

 

 

Texas’ Declaration of Secession, the original document, can be found at the Pearce Museum at 

Navarro College in Corsicana, Texas. You can also see scans of the original document here.   

 

Here is part of what Texas’ Declaration of Secession says:  

 



 

For years past this abolition organization has been actively sowing the seeds of discord through 

the Union, and has rendered the federal congress the arena for spreading firebrands and hatred 

between the slave-holding and non-slave-holding States. 

 

By consolidating their strength, they have placed the slave-holding States in a hopeless minority 

in the federal congress, and rendered representation of no avail in protecting Southern rights 

against their exactions and encroachments. They have proclaimed, and at the ballot box 

sustained, the revolutionary doctrine that there is a 'higher law' than the constitution and laws 

of our Federal Union, and virtually that they will disregard their oaths and trample upon our 

rights. 

 

They have for years past encouraged and sustained lawless organizations to steal our slaves and 

prevent their recapture, and have repeatedly murdered Southern citizens while lawfully seeking 

their rendition. 

 

They have invaded Southern soil and murdered unoffending citizens, and through the press their 

leading men and a fanatical pulpit have bestowed praise upon the actors and assassins in these 

crimes, while the governors of several of their States have refused to deliver parties implicated 

and indicted for participation in such offenses, upon the legal demands of the States aggrieved. 

 

They have, through the mails and hired emissaries, sent seditious pamphlets and papers among 

us to stir up servile insurrection and bring blood and carnage to our firesides. 

 

They have sent hired emissaries among us to burn our towns and distribute arms and poison to 

our slaves for the same purpose. 

 



 

They have impoverished the slave-holding States by unequal and partial legislation, thereby 

enriching themselves by draining our substance. 

 

They have refused to vote appropriations for protecting Texas against ruthless savages, for the 

sole reason that she is a slave-holding State. 

 

And, finally, by the combined sectional vote of the seventeen non-slave-holding States, they 

have elected as president and vice-president of the whole confederacy two men whose chief 

claims to such high positions are their approval of these long continued wrongs, and their 

pledges to continue them to the final consummation of these schemes for the ruin of the slave-

holding States. 

 

In view of these and many other facts, it is meet that our own views should be distinctly 

proclaimed. 

We hold as undeniable truths that the governments of the various States, and of the 

confederacy itself, were established exclusively by the white race, for themselves and their 

posterity; that the African race had no agency in their establishment; that they were rightfully 

held and regarded as an inferior and dependent race, and in that condition only could their 

existence in this country be rendered beneficial or tolerable. 

 

That in this free government *all white men are and of right ought to be entitled to equal civil 

and political rights* [emphasis in the original]; that the servitude of the African race, as existing 

in these States, is mutually beneficial to both bond and free, and is abundantly authorized and 

justified by the experience of mankind, and the revealed will of the Almighty Creator, as 

recognized by all Christian nations; while the destruction of the existing relations between the 

two races, as advocated by our sectional enemies, would bring inevitable calamities upon both 

and desolation upon the fifteen slave-holding states. 



 

 

By the secession of six of the slave-holding States, and the certainty that others will speedily do 

likewise, Texas has no alternative but to remain in an isolated connection with the North, or 

unite her destinies with the South. 

 

It is an undeniable FACT that Texas seceded from the nation because of slavery and white 

supremacy. There is historical documentation at the county level and historical documentation 

at the state level. Anyone, who says that secession was over northern aggression or states’ 

rights is either intentionally not telling the truth or is willfully ignorant and spreading 

misinformation.  

 

As far as “states’ rights” goes, the words “states’ rights,” was not mentioned in Texas’ 

Declaration of Secession one time.  

 

While, true Cooke County was one of the few counties that ultimately voted against secession, 

Texas still seceded and formed the Confederate army. The Confederate army fought to keep 

the system of slavery, this is an undeniable fact based on historical records. The monument on 

Cook County’s Courthouse lawn is an ode to the Confederacy.  

 

 

 

  



 

Erasing History and the Lost Cause 
 

Another topic which came up multiple times in the Cooke County Commissioner’s meeting was 

this entire “erasing history” argument. Many of us have heard this repeated again and again at 

protests, online, and even publicly stated opinions of elected officials. That the people who 

want these statues removed are trying to erase history, hide history, or destroy history.  

 

That couldn’t be further from the truth.  

 

The truth is that history was already erased over the last 150 years of the Lost Cause 

mythology being allowed to survive and thrive in our nation. The Lost Cause is a cancer which 

has gripped itself deep into the roots of America’s soul and until Lost Cause mythology is 

completely irradiated from our society, we will continue to struggle to reveal the history 

already erased by the United Daughters of the Confederacy.  

 

Removal of the Confederate statue would be restoring an already erased history.  

 

So how did the Lost Cause begin? 

 

In 1866 a Confederate sympathizer and author named Edward A. Pollard published a book 

called, ‘The Lost Cause: A News Southern History of the War of the Confederates.’ Pollard grew 

up on a slaveholding plantation, in fact, his wealthy family owned two slaveholding plantations.  

 

His opinions on slavery were known prior to the publishing of his 1866 book. His first book, 

published in 1859 was titled, ‘Black Diamonds Gathered in the Darkey Home of the South.’ Here 

is a clip from that first book: “The American institution of slavery does not depress the African. 



 

It alleviates him from the condition of a nomad, a heathen, a brute to that of a civilized and 

comfortable creature, and gives him the precious treasure of a saving religion.” 

 

He wrote about how he loved his happy and content slaves and how he cried over his black 

Mamie’s grave. However, another excerpt from that book says:  “When I see a slave above his 

condition, or hear him talk insultingly of even the lowest white man in the land, I am strongly 

tempted to knock him down.” 

 

Pollard wrote several more books during the Civil War, mostly depicting the Union and Lincoln 

as the villains and the Confederate as the heroes.  

 

In Pollard’s 1866 book, he claims that the war was not caused by slavery or secession, but it was 

the result of an inevitable clash between opposite civilizations. He painted the north as 

materialistic and the south as noble. He talked about how the north steamrolled the south and 

even claimed that the Confederates were protecting Black people’s lives, limbs, and personal 

rights.  

 

Pollard’s book claimed that Black people were lazy and unreliable, but when they are enslaved, 

they become happy and content and that Black people supported the Confederates in the Civil 

War. He also claimed that the north was tormenting the Confederates with Reconstruction, 

which was intended to “Africanize” the south and create “mongrelism.” 

 

Edward Pollard’s book was a success. He sold 50,000 copies in the first printing, which was 

ultimately distributed all over America, England, and France. Many of his stereotypes became 

well-known, well-believed, and often regurgitated. His assertions were so popular and lasted so 

long, you can even see those repeated decades later in The Birth of a Nation and Gone with the 

Wind.  



 

 

In 1868 Pollard wrote a sequel to the Lost Cause, called ‘The Lost Cause Regained.’ The book 

essentially was all about the inferiority of Blacks and predicted that Black suffrage would 

imprison white people in the valley of humiliation and death. The true cause fought for in the 

late war has not been lost,” he wrote. That “true cause” wasn’t slavery; it was “the supremacy 

of the white race.” 

 

Pollard’s Lost Cause Regained strategy outlived him by nearly a century. Conservative 

Democrats in the South advertised themselves as “the white man’s party.” 

 

While Edward Pollard was the first one to use the words “The Lost Cause,” in print, he was 

hardly the first one who spread the Lost Cause mythology and propaganda.  

 

Jubal Early was a Brigadier General for the Confederate States, an elitist, and a son of a wealthy 

slaveholder. He also became the first Civil War general to publish a book. It was called ‘A 

Memoir of the Last Year of the War for Independence, in the Confederate States of America.’  

 

Early became not only one of the top defenders of the Lost Cause, but also one of the biggest 

sources in spreading the Lost Cause myth.  

 

In a letter from Jubal Early to Robert E. Lee in 1868, he asserted his need to tell the 

“Confederate side of the war.” He put out several publications between 1868 and 1872. In 

those publications, Early depicted Robert E. Lee as the most admirable general in the war and 

often spoke about how the Confederate south was drastically outnumbered and even though 

the odds were low, their resistance was full of bravado. Early also depicted Ulysses S. Grant as a 

terrible general and nowhere near as great as Robert E. Lee.  



 

 

In 1869 Early joined the Southern Historical Society in Virginia, essentially turning it into a 

propaganda machine. Over the next decade, they published over 50 more volumes of papers 

that laid out the Lost Cause mythology and enforced the ideas as facts. The Southern Historical 

Society Papers sought to preserve the “true history” of the Civil War, one that emphasized the 

honor and nobility of the southern cause.  

 

The Southern Historical Society Papers helped to develop and present the Confederate 

veterans’ point of view. Much like the rest of Early’s writings, the Papers focused on the 

greatness of Robert E. Lee and the fight against the Union’s overwhelming resources and men. 

 

Like the other men who spread the myth of the Lost Cause, Jubal Early wanted to justify their 

own actions in the Civil War. It was like they sought to find something positive from their 

failure, insurrection and treason against America. They were intentionally changing the 

narrative of history, hoping in later years history would remember them as the victors, even 

though they were the losers.  

 

To know how powerful these 150-year-old disinformation tactics were, all one would have to 

do is to see the amount of love the south still bores for Robert E. Lee. In Texas, there are more 

monuments, schools, and streets named after him than any other Confederate soldier. There is 

more idol worship in the south for Robert E. Lee than Jefferson Davis, Ulysses S. Grant, and 

even Abraham Lincoln.  

 

Another huge contributor to the Lost Cause mythology was Wade Hampton. Hampton also 

came from wealth and owned slaveholding plantations with many slaves. During the Civil War, 

he gave much of his wealth to support the Confederacy and climbed the ranks, eventually 



 

becoming Lieutenant General. He was wounded three times and became somewhat of a 

military hero to the south.  

 

During the war, his plantations were all burned to the ground. He became a very vocal critic of 

Reconstruction and Republican control in the south. In 1868 he became the chairman of the 

Democratic Party. By the mid-1870s, the KKK, Red Shirts, and the White League were wreaking 

havoc all over the south, claiming to be the military arm of the Democratic Party. And in 1876, 

Wade Hampton ran for governor of South Carolina and won.  

 

The 1876 South Carolina gubernatorial election killed more Black men than any other in the 

state’s history. The Red Shirts banded all over the state to stop Black men and Republicans from 

voting. It was later estimated that 150 Black men were killed all over the state on voting day. In 

the county where the Hamburg Massacre happened, only 100 Republicans even voted, and in 

Edgefield County, over 2,000 votes were suppressed.  

 

After that election, Wade Hampton became known as the Savior of the South and one of the 

Redeemers of the Confederacy. He was reelected, and then after he was Governor, he became 

a Senator in South Carolina for two years, writing and voting on laws to disenfranchise Black 

citizens.  

 

Although the Lost Cause began immediately after the Civil War, it wasn’t until the United 

Daughters of the Confederacy came along that it was cemented in the very veins of America. 

When you understand who the United Daughters of the Confederacy were and who they still 

are today, you will know that the Lost Cause wasn’t only the biggest and most successful hoax 

in history, you’ll also know that the very base which the Lost Cause was built on is deeply 

soaked in white supremacy.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

The United Daughters of the Confederacy 
 

It is imperative in this moment in history for everyone to know who the United Daughters of 

the Confederacy (UDC) are and the things they have done to divide and hurt our country. Many 

of these issues in Gainesville and all around North Texas we are seeing at this moment in time 

are the repercussions of the last century of evil that the UDC perpetrated in the name of the 

Confederacy.  

 

Even more appalling than all of their actions for the last 100 years, is in Cooke County’s 

Commissioner meeting they allowed a representative of the UDC to come and speak, to plead 

her case for keeping the statue. This is the equivalent of asking the Grand Wizard of the Ku Klux 

Klan to come and plead his case for why a burning cross should be allowed to remain on the 

courthouse lawn. And that equivalent wouldn’t be too far off, since historically the UDC and 

likely still have deep ties with the KKK.  

 

So, who is the United Daughters of the Confederacy?  

 

By the 1890s the lies spread by the Lost Cause had become completely engulfed in the southern 

way of life. In 1894 two women, Caroline Meriwether Goodlett and Anna Davenport Raines 

started the United Daughters of the Confederacy in Nashville, TN. By 1900 they had over 20,000 

members in hundreds of chapters spread all over the south. They were the daughters, sisters, 

and wives of Confederate soldiers.  

 

At the time, women weren’t even able to vote, but these women started a grassroots 

organization and made things happen. Unfortunately for America, the things they made happen 

would still be hurting us 125 years later.  

 



 

Their stated intentions of this group were to tell the story of the Confederate soldiers, to make 

sure their memory was never lost. In sense, this was the Conservative Democrat’s first large 

disinformation campaign. Ironically, in the modern era, Conservatives still use mass 

disinformation campaigns to sway the opinions their way.  

 

From the beginning of their foundation, they believed in the Lost Cause as fact and included it 

in all of their messaging. In the late 19th century you can find dozens of news articles praising 

these women, talking about how charming they are and their efforts to “preserve” Confederate 

memory. From the beginning, they partnered with the Confederate Literacy and Memorial 

Society and made it their mission to “educate” southern white women, with their narrative.  

 

Their plan, although based in mythology and untruths, was cunning. They knew that the first 

teacher a child has is their mother. They figured out that if they could get other southern 

women to believe in their plight, those women would help pass on and preserve the 

Confederate memory for years to come.  

 

The United Daughters of the Confederacy romanticized the old South, often spoke and wrote 

about how the slaves were happy and dedicated to their masters. Most importantly, these 

women painted a picture that secession of the southern states was Constitutional, therefore, 

the Confederacy was patriotic and not treasonous. Of course, none of that was true. 

 

The UDC wanted to use the past to shape race in the south during the post-Reconstruction era. 

An early UDC historian-general, Mildred Lewis Rutherford, according to the Encyclopedia of 

Virginia, firmly believed that African Americans needed to behave as faithful "servants" if the 

New South were ever to approximate the Old (and supposedly racially harmonious) South. 

 



 

During the time the Confederate Daughters were becoming popular and a well-funded 

organization was the same time that Black men in America were competing for political offices 

in the south. Quite often they were competing against their once former masters and 

Confederate soldiers once pardoned by Andrew Johnson. It wasn’t an accident or a coincidence 

that when this was happening, the UDC was simultaneously retelling a nostalgic version of 

history which was founded on the violent enslavement of human beings.  

 

Like Edward Pollard and Jubal Early, the United Daughters asserted that slavery was not that 

bad, and white people were always honorable and acted in the best interests of Blacks. The 

Lost Cause is a societal belief in which white people belonged at the top of the order and Black 

people at the bottom. This is Confederate ideology. This is white supremacy.  

 

They founded the Children of the Confederacy in 1898, who became the early recipients of the 

Lost Cause education. Due to their work with the Children of the Confederacy and the 

broadening belief of the Lost Cause mythology, the UDC successfully molded entire generations 

to think differently about white people, slavery, and the Civil War than what fact present to us.  

 

The United Daughters held essay contests and provided scholarships to the descendants of 

Confederate soldiers. They donated thousands upon thousands of books to libraries all over the 

country which all glorified the Lost Cause.  

 

Attacking education and history with disinformation became their greatest weapon and 

ultimately their most long-lasting success. Of course, all of these things were based on white 

supremacy. In 1909, when it was discovered one of the colleges they were giving scholarships 

to was admitting Black students, they revoked that scholarship and gave it to another college.  

 



 

The office of the historian-general was founded in 1908. Mildred Rutherford’s entire job was to 

review history in school books to ensure they didn’t shine a bad light on the south. She gave 

speeches, wrote pamphlets, and authored newspaper articles all glorifying the lost cause. In 

one of her pamphlets, she said that Black people were "savage to the last degree" and 

"sometimes cannibals," while under slavery "they were the happiest set of people on the face 

of the globe."  

 

In another writing, Rutherford said that Black people, as a race, were, “disorderly, idle, vicious, 

and diseased,” then suggested that as the reason why lynching was so prevalent in the 

southern states. The UDC lobbied legislators to only allow pro-Confederate textbooks in school 

and ban any textbooks which painted the Confederacy in a negative light.  

 

On February 28, 1911, there was an article on the front page of the New York Times which 

spoke about how outraged Virginians were that the school books were portraying the 

Confederacy as traitors. Prominent judges were threatening to pull their kids out of school. 

 

The Daughters of the Confederacy took up the task of rewriting history in these textbooks so 

the Lost Cause could be passed to future generations, so they would believe themselves the 

“good guys” in the Civil War. Yet, historical records from the 1860s let us know that the 

Confederacy were actually not the good guys. 

 

One of these women who rewrote history was Mary Tucker Magill, Confederate apologist, and 

UDC member. She was an author, who wrote history textbooks for fourth and fifth-grade 

children. They painted the Confederacy as gallant and heroic. These books influenced and 

shaped the ideas of Americans for decades.  

 



 

Between 1889, when the government started counting how many children were enrolled in 

public schools and 1969 when (some) history textbooks began telling the truth about the 

Confederacy and the Civil War, there were nearly 70 million children enrolled in elementary 

schools in southern states. That means 70 million people in America believed the Lost Cause 

mythology because that is what they were taught in school. Those 70 million people became 

adults, they influenced the beliefs of their own children, and they themselves became teachers 

and lawmakers. The Lost Cause mythology is by far the most effective disinformation 

campaign in American history. 

 

The Lost Cause is what kept white supremacy so prevalent in the south for decades.  

 

What the United Daughters of the Confederation ultimately become most well-known for the 

sheer amount of statues and memorials they placed all around the south. These memorials 

represented Confederate generals and soldiers.  

 

Between the 1910s and the 1930s, the UDC erected hundreds of Confederate monuments. 

During the Jim Crow era, these monuments were intended to terrorize Black people. By the 

1920s, they also put up a monument KKK to commemorate the terror they inflicted during the 

Reconstruction era.  

 

It wasn’t just the entire education of millions of Americans for decades that were shaped by the 

white supremacist ideology or the memorials dedicated to murderers and rapists, there were 

dozens of other actions they were involved in that showed the complete and utter depravity of 

these women.  

 

In 1900, after much campaigning, the United Daughters were able to get Congress to authorize 

burying Confederate soldiers in Arlington cemetery in their very own Confederate section. A 



 

few years later, they were successfully able to get a monument to the dead Confederate 

soldiers erected in the Confederate section. Still, to this day, these traitors and a memorial to 

these traitors lie in the Arlington cemetery with the actual heroes and brave men and women 

who fought for our country, the United States of America. 

 

Then there were their ties with the KKK.  

 

In 1913 when unveiling a statue called Silent Sam in North Carolina, the man they chose to be 

the speaker at the dedication ceremony was Julian Carr. Carr was the son of a slaveholder, a 

Confederate soldier, a supporter of the KKK and white supremacy, celebrated lynching, and 

often spoke favorably about killing Black people. The Silent Sam statue was torn down by 

protesters in 2018. 

 

The most controversial movie ever made was The Birth of a Nation, which was based on the 

book The Clansman, a historical romance of the Ku Klux Klan. This movie was based on the Lost 

Cause, which the UDC spent years beating into the conscience of America.  

 

In 1914, the historian of the Mississippi chapter of the UDC, Laura Martin Rose, published a 

book called, “The Ku Klux Klan or the Invisible Empire.” The dedication in her book read: “This 

book is dedicated by the author to the Youth of Southland, hoping that a perusal of its pages 

will inspire them with respect and admiration for the Confederate soldiers, who were the real 

Ku Klux Klan, and whose deeds of courage and valor, have never been surpassed, and rarely 

equaled in the annals of history.” 

 

This book is available to the public at archive.org. Rose is able to achieve in this book an up-

close look at the roots of ant-Black racism and stereotypes that were prevalent in the years 

after the Civil War and still remain engrained in Conservative America today. She accused Black 



 

people of being lazy and looking for a handout. She also describes some of the terrorism 

inflicted on Blacks by the KKK, including violence and murder, and paints the KKK as noble for 

these acts.  

 

On the second page of the book, it read: “This book is unanimously endorsed by the United 

Daughters of the Confederacy and cooperation pledge to endeavor its adoption to a 

Supplementary Reader in the schools and to place it in the Libraries of our land.” 

 

The United Daughters of the Confederacy have spent more than a century molding and shaping 

what it meant to be a white woman in the south and eventually in America.  

 

The UDC is still active today, although its membership is much smaller than in the past. You can 

find them on social media, still preaching hatred. During the 2020 Black Lives Matter Uprising, 

many of the monuments and statues they erected 100 years ago were torn down, set on fire, 

and vandalized. All one has to do is look at their social media posts during this time to know 

they are still a racist organization. Their social media posts about these statues being 

“desecrated,” are filled with threats and discussions of tearing down Martin Luther King statues 

and burning black cemeteries.  

 

The UDC is a hate-organization, just like the KKK, Skinheads, or Nazis. And on August 17, 2020 

Cooke County Commissioners allowed a representative of their hate-group to have a platform 

to speak on why the symbolism to symbolism to white supremacy in Cooke County should stay. 

More outrageous than that, the commissioners voted in line with this hate group.  

 

 

  



 

Confederate Veterans are American Veterans 
 

At one point a gentleman of the Cooke County Commissioner’s meeting got up to speak and 

proclaimed that Confederate Veterans were American Veterans, then listed a few acts of 

congress.  

 

To put simply, this is more Lost Cause rhetoric which has seeped its way into our society. And 

luckily, for those of us with an internet connection, it’s easy it discover that this lie has already 

been labeled as “mostly false,” by Snopes.  

 

The 1929 Public Law 810 refers to Part II, Chapter 23 of U.S. Code 38 which says that the 

government should, when requested, pay to put up monuments or headstones for unmarked 

graves for three groups of people: 

 

1. Any individual buried in a national cemetery or in a post cemetery. 

2. Any individual eligible for burial in a national cemetery (but not buried there), except for 

those persons or classes of persons enumerated in section 2402(a)(4), (5), and (6) of this 

title. 

3. Soldiers of the Union and Confederate Armies of the Civil War. 

 

No portion of the law appears to confer any privilege other than markers for graves of 

Confederate soldiers, nor does it grant Confederate soldiers status equal to those of veterans of 

the United States military. As of 1901, 482 individuals (not all soldiers) were already interred in 

the Confederate section of Arlington National Cemetery. 

 



 

In 1868, President Andrew Johnson pardoned Confederate soldiers, but did not grant them U.S. 

veteran status. Public Law 85-425 was passed 23 May 1958, entitling the widows of deceased 

Confederate soldiers (what few were left by 1958) to military pensions: 

 

To increase the monthly rates of pension payable to widows and former widows of deceased 

veterans of the Spanish-American War, Civil War, Indian War, and Mexican War, and provide 

pensions to widows of veterans who served in the military or naval forces of the Confederate 

States of America during the Civil War. 

 

A National Archives and Records Administration document details the matter of Confederate 

soldiers and pensions, and shows that the law seems to recognize those who fought for the 

Confederacy as veterans of a war, but not necessarily of the United States military. 

 

The last recorded Confederate soldier deaths were in 1959, meaning that the 1957 law had 

negligible effects for those under its provisions, and in any event the law again conferred no 

status or other benefit to Confederate soldiers themselves. A welfare of sorts.  

 

Confederate Veterans WERE NEVER American Veterans, as they were traitors who launched an 

illegal war against America. Due to the United Daughters of the Confederacy and Confederate 

apologists, this is an ugly lie that comforts the hearts of white supremacists. Unfortunately their 

comfort has no basis in reality.  

 

 

 

  



 

PRO Gainesville is a Marxist Group 
 

The people who have been calling PRO Gainesville “Marxists,” are absolutely absurd and likely 

don’t understand what a Marxist is or has not taken the time to review PRO Gainesville’s 

mission statement.  

 

PRO Gainesville’s mission statement says, “We are Gainesville citizens advocating for equality, 

in the face of systematic racism, who embrace all cultures and walks of life, and encouraging 

increased involvement in our community.” 

 

They go on to list their goals: 

1. Removal of the Confederate statues at the Gainesville Courthouse and Leonard Park.  

2. Changing the name of Robert E. Lee Intermediate. 

3. Electing more diverse council member to effectively represent our community.  

 

Nothing there sounds like Marxism. In fact, by calling PRO Gainesville “Marxists,” these people 

are doing nothing, but race-baiting and denying privilege. Its slander and it plays into some of 

the deepest fears in American society. “The commies are coming to burn our town to the 

ground.” This is pure propaganda.  

 

Marxism is an economic way of organizing a society, which is different from Capitalism.  

 

What PRO Gainesville stands for is racial equality. Period.  

 



 

If anyone is saying that racial equality goes against the socioeconomic system of Capitalism, 

they need to take a good hard look at why they think that. Racial equality is not a Marxist idea. 

Black Americans have been fighting for racial equality since 1865. Considering that the 

Communists Manifesto’s English edition by Karl Marx wasn’t even translated until 1888, this 

proves that racial equality has nothing to do with “Marxism.” 

 

Furthermore, PRO Gainesville has expressed support for Capitalism in the form of boycotts.  

 

In the system of Capitalism, people are free to choose where they do or don’t spend their 

money. And by boycotting a business that won’t stand against racism, that in itself is Capitalistic 

behavior.  

 

Which is why it’s clear that the people who are calling PRO Gainesville “Marxists,” either do not 

understand what Marxism is or they have not read PRO Gainesville’s mission statement.   

 

 

 

 

  



 

Before PRO Gainesville Came to Cooke County, Citizens Were Living in 
Harmony 

 

The same man who called PRO Gainesville Marxists, also said that before PRO Gainesville came 

to Cooke County, that citizens were living peacefully and in harmony. The man who made these 

claims was a 70ish year old white man.  

 

PRO Gainesville did not come to Cooke County. Most of them were born and raised in Cooke 

County. If there are residents that think they just popped up out of nowhere, so they must have 

come there, it’s because 10 years ago they were children. 

 

More so, if that man who said that there was peace and harmony before the formation of PRO 

Gainesville, had ever just had one conversation with his Black neighbors about their 

experiences in the community, he would know that statement was untrue.  

 

It seems there are many in the community who have not reached out to PRO Gainesville or 

even to their Black neighbors who are not part of PRO Gainesville, to talk to them about their 

experiences in Gainesville. I have. And like every other small town in America, Black people 

have faced daily racism and prejudice for nearly their entire lives from the white community.  

 

What this man referred to as peace in harmony was systematic oppression of his Black 

neighbors while they remained silent and didn’t speak up for their rights, not only as Black 

Americans, but as human beings.  

 

A 25 year old Black man living in Cooke County has had a very different experience than a 70 

year old white man. To assume that the experience is the same and to not reach out and try 



 

and understand how they have been treated differently and how they haven’t experienced a 

harmonious community, is just sheer ignorance.  

 

The Black community in Gainesville has not experienced peace and harmony with their white 

neighbors. If there are white people in the community who are unaware of this, then they 

should open up a dialogue with their neighbors.  

 

 

 

 

  



 

The Monument Represents Oppression and Slavery 
 

This is a true statement. To say otherwise only represents a person’s lack of knowledge and 

education on the Confederacy, the cause of secession, the United Daughters of the 

Confederacy, and the very words which are engrained on the monument.  

 

Already covered in this eBook was the cause of secession. It was slavery, which is supported by 

historical documentation, including the very Declaration of Secession which Texas wrote in 

1861.  

 

The monument in front of the courthouse is of a Confederate soldier. A Confederate soldier 

who fought for the cause of keeping slavery. Whether each Confederate soldier owned slaves 

or not is a moot point, because the entire economic system in the south was built on slavery. 

So, even if a southerner did not own slaves, he benefited from slavery. Whether he sold farm 

equipment to plantations getting rich off of free labor or he was someone that transported 

cotton to other states. The cotton industry in the 1860s in the south was worth the equivalent 

of what would be today $3 billion. Even if a person did not own slaves, they still benefited from 

the dozens of industries that help support the cotton industry.  

 

If the United Confederate States were formed to keep the institution of slavery and the 

Confederate soldiers fought to maintain the Confederate States as their own country, then the 

monument which depicts and idolizes a Confederate soldier absolutely represents slavery.  

 

The very fact that the monument sits on the county courthouse lawn is a representation to 

every Black man and woman that enters the Cooke County Courthouse, that the county is 

proud to memorialize slavery. That is oppression.  

 



 

There is not one Black person in Cooke County who can enter the courthouse, a place which is 

supposed to be unbiased and for justice for all, without the shadow of oppression and slavery 

looming over their head as they walk up the courthouse steps.  

 

The geographical location of the statue is a shout from the mountain tops that Black and brown 

individuals in Cooke County will not be treated fairly or justly in their own county courthouse. 

And in 2020, this is something everyone should be against.  

 

 

 

 

  



 

PRO Gainesville are Middle Classed Thugs 
 

The same elderly gentleman who called PRO Gainesville Marxists and said they came to Cooke 

County and disrupted peace and harmony also called them middle classed thugs who 

indiscriminately destroy historical artifacts. It’s important to address each one of these things 

this man said, because none of them are based in facts and much of it is racist propaganda 

which only serves to hurt the Black residents of Cooke County.  

 

As we all know, thug today is a polite way of using the N-word. The word means two things, just 

like the N-word, (it means one thing one a black person says it and a completely different thing 

when said by whites). Most of us are sophisticated enough to wrap our heads around that. This 

has been the case for many years now, yet, the far-right and many in older generations still 

can't seem to get it. 

 

Society has been saying this for over a decade now and it is widely accepted. Many years ago 

when white people did not like a Black person, they called them the N-word. Today when white 

people don’t like a Black person, they call them a thug.  

 

What that elderly white man essentially did is stand in front of the commissioners and county 

judge and call PRO Gainesville, a group of younger Black Gainesville residents, middle classed N-

words. He just substituted the N-word for something he thought was less controversial. 

However, it was not less controversial, because most people knew what he meant, and every 

Black person listening to him knew what he meant.  

 

PRO Gainesville has not gone around indiscriminately destroying historical artifacts. There is not 

one person in Cooke County that can verify that as true. PRO Gainesville has been peacefully 

exercising their first amendment rights by protesting for the removal of a historical artifact 



 

which they have deemed offensive. PRO Gainesville has not destroyed one piece of property in 

all of Cooke County and to say they have is a flat out lie.  

 

 

 

 

  



 

Black Lives Matter 
 

For the last few years when people would say “Black Lives Matter,” they were often shouted at 

by angry white people, “ALL LIVES MATTER.” Many of us have held this idea that the reason 

they did that was to say that the lives of Black people were not important to them.  

 

However, I think in the last few months some of us are just realizing that the people who shout 

all lives matter legitimately don’t understand that Black Lives Matter is an organization, a 

movement, and a statement. Their behavior perhaps makes a little more sense, although still 

unjustifiable, that they are genuinely unaware that Black people can say, “The lives of Black 

people matter,” and have literally nothing to do with the Black Lives Matter organization.  

 

It’s important for our society to move forward and the only way that will happen is when 

(some) white people are able to recognize that Black people are not treated the same way in 

this country and by saying that their lives matter, isn’t a bad thing.  

 

For hundreds of years, Black lives have not mattered in America. Right now, Black Americans 

have the highest mortality rate for all cancers combined, their infant mortality rate is twice of 

those of whites, and Black mothers are twice likely as white mothers to receive no paternity 

care.  

 

Young, unarmed, non-suicidal male victims of fatal police force in America are 13 times more 

likely to be Black than white. Nearly half of the people serving life sentences are Black, and 42% 

of death row inmates are Black, yet Blacks only make up 13% of the population.  

 

These racial disparities and many others exist in education, housing, wealth, and poverty.  



 

 

Black lives didn’t matter when they were inhumanely be transported like live stock from Africa. 

Black lives didn’t matter when they were being lynched by the thousands at the hands of the 

KKK. And Black lives didn’t matter when they were being attacked with dogs and firehoses 

while fighting for civil rights.  

 

Week after week in America, month after month, we witness countless Black men and women 

being killed at the hands of police or we see viral videos of white police beating Black 

Americans, sometimes even children.  

 

As on August 23, 2020 we watched a white police officer shoot an unarmed Black man in the 

back in Kenosha, WI; Black citizens of this country are still being told their lives don’t matter.  

 

When people say “Black Lives Matter,” what they are essentially saying is stop killing us. We 

have the right to live, just like you. Stop killing us for no reason and stop failing to punish the 

people who murder Black individuals. 

 

Black Lives Matter DOES NOT mean that Black people are superior or that they should take over 

everything. And it doesn’t stand for Black supremacy.  

 

Of course all lives matter, we are all people, and we all matter. But all lives are not the ones 

which are being regularly and systematically murdered for no other reason than the color of 

their skin.   

 

Even though if a person says all lives matter in response to Black Lives Matter has the intention 

of putting everyone’s life on equal footing or attempting to convey some type of unity, saying 



 

“All Lives Matter,” is more divisive than unifying. That’s because it discounts and diminishes the 

focus on the violence and discrimination Black people have to face in this country.  

 

It is an undeniable fact based on decades of data that Black Americans are disproportionately 

impacted by police violence and systematic racism. Our entire social structure centers on white 

people by default. Saying All Lives Matter just reaffirms that reality.  

 

Saying Black Lives Matter doesn’t mean that other lives don’t matter, it means that Black lives 

should matter as much as white lives.  

 

It is important to say Black Lives Matter to every white individual in America who still refuses to 

acknowledge the inequality and injustice which happens in our nation. It’s important to keep 

saying it until they understand. This is the only way we will move past racism.  

 

It is also important to understand that the term Black Lives Matter is a chant which 

encompasses all that is mentioned above and not a chant for the organization Black Lives 

Matter.  

 

The leaders of PRO Gainesville have not been in contact with the Black Lives Matter 

organization, not has any groups with the Black Lives Matter organization joined them at any 

protest.  

 

Is PRO Gainesville part of the Black Lives Matter movement that is seeking equality and justice 

for all? All Democratic groups are, all civil liberty groups are, all elected officials who believe in 

civil rights are, and all non-racist Americans are.  

  



 

Commissioner Gary Hollowell 
 

While this eBook has yet to mention any names or point out any indusial directly, it’s important 

to recognize the monologue that Commissioner Hollowell gave at the end of the meeting as it 

was far more divisive than any other speaker which had the floor for two minutes.  

 

Almost immediately after beginning his speech he said, “I question the motives of the national 

Black Rights Matter organization.” 

 

It is unclear why he said that, what that had to do with Cooke County, Gainesville, PRO 

Gainesville, or the racist Confederate monument on the Cooke County courthouse lawn. The 

previous chapter we covered what the term Black Lives Matter means and that PRO Gainesville 

is a separate unaffiliated organization than Black Lives Matter.  

 

It is almost like Commissioner Hollowell assumed that because the Gainesville group is largely 

consistent of Black individuals, that he lumped them in with the other Black progressive group 

he knew of, which was the organization Black Lives Matter. To say one Black group must be 

affiliated with another Black group…I’m assuming because they’re both Black, it undeniably 

racist.  

 

He went on to say, “Is BLM exclusive by definition? It seems to me to say that no other lives 

matter.” 

 

This rhetoric that Commissioner Hollowell used is not only false, but it is also irresponsible and 

a contributing factor to the racial division which we currently see in Gainesville. The responsible 

thing that he could have done is to have a conversation with PRO Gainesville, then he would 



 

have learned that they are not part of the BLM organization, and he could have told that to the 

citizens of Cooke County.  

 

Instead, his choice was to fan the flames of ignorance and hate.  

 

He didn’t stop there, “Is the goal of the BLM movement to divide this community and ultimately 

the nation?” 

 

Standing up for racial justice and racial equality should not be divisive. If a person, 

Commissioner Hollowell, or any other person thinks that being fair and having equality is 

divisive, perhaps they should do some soul searching to understand why racial equality makes 

them angry.  

 

He went on to continue to talk more about the BLM organization, Chicago, and L.A. Then asked 

if there was any evidence of systematic racism within the community’s police force. He said 

there are good and bad people in all races.  

 

Anyone with more than two brain cells, who watched this meeting at this point was likely 

wondering what he was talking about, how he came to be an elected official, and how anything 

he said have to do with the racist monument in front of Cooke County Courthouse.  

 

Commissioner Hollowell went on to talk about how he interacts with Black people all the time, 

at the store, in church, and even Black police officers. He said that he has some degree of 

confidence that the people he has interacted with would not suggest he is a racist.  

 



 

While painful to watch, perhaps Commissioner Hollowell should go back and watch his little 

speech. It is my opinion and the opinion of other whom I have spoken with that the very things 

he said were completely laced with racial undertones.  

 

Comparing local Black residents to a national Black organization for no other reason than the 

color of their skin is pretty racist. Talking about all of the Black people you know and have 

interacted with is somewhat racist.  

 

He said that the Confederate statues, schools, and streets were all there when Gainesville was 

chosen as the Medal of Honor city. However, that was nearly 20 years ago. The world has 

changed. Society has progressed.  

 

The longer you leave milk on the counter the more it’s going to spoil. To say that Gainesville is 

incapable of progress because that’s the way things have always been is not only sad, but 

greatly represents why society is in the situation that we see in 2020. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

What’s Next? 
 

Having a racist monument on the lawn of a courthouse in a diverse community, where people 

of color who attend court with the symbol of slavery staring them down before they before 

they walk into the doors of justice, is the same thing as telling the Black community that at 

Cooke County Courthouse they will not be treated in an unbiased way. It’s morally and ethically 

wrong.  

 

If the people of Gainesville want to keep their white supremacy idol, then the right thing to do 

would be to move it to a museum where they can go and drool on it all day long. However, 

Gainesville will never be an inclusive and racially equal community until the monuments and 

worship of racist Confederate ideology is removed from the courthouse lawn.  

 

Each generation progresses past the last and Generation Z is going to change the world. They 

are no longer going to stand for white supremacy deeply entrenched in our federal, state, and 

municipal governments. They are going to keep standing against racism and inequality until it’s 

eradicated from our society.  

 

PRO Gainesville, as brave as they are, are going to continue to stand up for what is right. And in 

100 years from now, history will look back on PRO Gainesville the same way that we now look 

back on the brave men and women who sat at the lunch counters in the 1950s, fighting for 

their own equality.  

 

It’s easy to see which side of history PRO Gainesville will be remember as being on. For the ones 

who stand against them, they will be seen no differently than the mob who dumped food on 

and attacked those brave lunchroom counter souls.  


